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GOSSARD HISTORY

A Devon Disability Collective employee has delved into the factory’s 
history and made some uplifting discoveries, LAURA DALE writes

U P L I F T I N G  H I S TO RY

G
‘The factory had 
a ten feet statue 

on the roof of 
Venus De Milo! 
Rumour has it 
she is now in a 

field in Tedburn’

ABOUT DDC:
The Devon Disability 

Collective (DDC) formed 
in July 2015 and was 
a ‘workers collective’ 

takeover from the previous 
owners, who planned 

to close the factory and 
would have otherwise led 
to many of the employees 

being made redundant. 
The purpose of the social 
enterprise is to provide 
employment for people 

with disabilities and those 
furthest from the labour 

market. The business was 
saved from closure by the 

staf, the Union, council 
leader John Hart and 

Labour MP Ben Bradshaw. 
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